Smokers and haemodynamic responses to desflurane.
Changes in basic haemodynamic variables following a sudden increase in the concentration of inspired desflurane administered during anaesthesia were compared in 30 female smokers and 30 nonsmokers. Smokers had significantly greater percentage increases in heart rate (p = 0.02), systolic and diastolic blood pressure (p < 0.005 and = 0.01, respectively) and rate-pressure product (p < 0.005). Such increases were reached faster by smokers for both systolic and diastolic blood pressures (p < 0.01) and for rate-pressure product (p = 0.02). The peak values of rate pressure product reached were sufficient to warrant caution when using desflurane for anaesthesia in smokers.